MAN, aged 54. A probe passed into either nasal cavity can be easily felt under skin covering bony deficiencies. The man is a patient from whom, once yearly, several polypi have been removed, but the condition described above was noticed for the first time yesterday. No history of syphilis; no signs of malignant disease in nose.
DISCUSSION.
Mr. HERBERT TILLEY added that the man had nasal polypi with suppuration for many years, and there was a deficiency of bone in the region of the nasal processes of the superior maxillary bones-the deficiency was bilateral and about the size of a threepenny-piece. On the previous day he saw the patient for the second time this year, and thought that the lachrymal sac was inflamed. Closer examination, however, showed that the swelling was a puffiness of the skin just beyond the nasal bones. One could pass the probe up the nose and feel it under the skin covering the bony defects. He had not previously seen a similar case, and did not know whether it was due to slow erosion of the bone from within, or congenital.
Mr. CLAYTON Fox said that some years ago he saw a case of nasal polypi of very long standing, and when the polypi were removed they appeared to be fibroid. In that case there was a decided absorption of bone. It was unilateral, but in this case the absorption seemed to be symmetrical, and the parts absorbed were the ascending processes of the superior maxille.
Dr. KELSON said he showed a similar case in 1903, at a meeting of the Laryngological Society; the bone in that case was absorbed; there was not merely separation of the nasal bone-a finger could be well inserted into the cavity formed.
Dr. PATERSON said that as it was bilateral, the condition might be a congenital deficiency. But he thought the opening on the left side was distinctly 'larger, and this inequality suggested absorption from within.
